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deterred from publishing his book, printed between
1726 and 1728, for, besides its intrinsic interest and
decided educational value, it helps to prove how very
similar were the methods of the different schools of the
University, and consequently it enables one to formulate
a common tradition in French education. To Rollings
work the great men and women who faced the task of re-
construction after the era of Revolution often turned for
hope and mental stability. We have only to compare with
it a book such as Monseigneur Dupanloup's De la Haute
"Education Intelkctmlk, published over a century later in
order to realise how very truly the spirit of Rollin outlived
the storm.
In his introduction, the writer lays down clearly the
threefold aim of education in its relationship with learning,
with morals, and with religion. Stressing from the outset
the necessity for suitable mental and spiritual training, he
shows the value for the adolescent of Bible reading and of
systematic study of Christian doctrine. Boys are made to
learn, regularly each day, three or four verses of scripture,
a practice long universal in French schools and practised
still in those of the Sacred Heart.
Rollings treatise is divided into a number of books, the
first of which is concerned with the mother-tongue. One
sees the influence of Port Royal in his insistence that it shall
receive the same attention and the same honour as the
study of the classics. He points out how futile it is to rely
merely upon everyday usage in order to give a boy real
mastery over his own language. On the contrary, from
the study of spelling (in which there are to be regular con-
tests), to the deepest aspects of grammatical lore, he would
have the growing schoolboy thoroughly trained and edu-
cated. For la lecture explique'e (he does not yet use the